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sometimes beautiful labels pasted discreetly (more or less)
into the endpapers. Booksellers, binders, printers and
publishers of books used to advertise in this way using
labels that were printed, some die-cut, foil or in some
cases, stamped. They caught my eye because of their

combination of small size,
unique design, meaningful
subject matter, and all-
around general bookish
delightfulness.

At that time, I vowed to
collect labels from Colum-

bus book stores, binders and stationers.  Jay and I have
assembled quite a few since then.

There’s so much history behind these labels, and I’ve
talked with several Aldus members about the possibility of
our researching and writing a history of bookselling in the
Columbus area. This would include gathering oral histo-
ries from booksellers, as well as burying ourselves in
vintage city directories and copying ads from old area

PRESIDENT’S LETTER, continued from page 2 publications. And of course, locating more of these
delightful mini-souvenirs from yesteryear.

George Bauman has offered to help...if there are any of
you out there who would like to help with this project,

just let me know what
areas of research you
might be interested in
and we can take it from
there. Cheers!

McClelland’s Bookstore
was a fixture for Columbus
book buyers and sold new
books. Many book lovers
nostalgically remember
the rare books department
in the Lazarus Book Shop
located in the downtown
flagship store. Siebert &
Lilley were book publish-
ers located at Rich and
High Streets; their busi-
ness burned down in 1892
in the great Opera Block
fire.


